
 

 
 
 

 
  
 

March 23, 2015 
 

Pass the Marriage and Religious 
Freedom Act 

By Star Parker 
 
 
 The Marriage and Religious Freedom Act was introduced in the last Congress—
in the Senate by Senator Mike Lee (R-UT) with eleven co-sponsors, and in the House 
by Representative Raul Labrador (R-ID) with ninety-two co-sponsors.  
 
 This legislation will soon be re-introduced in the current session and should be 
given priority by Senate and House leadership and passed. It is of enormous national 
importance.  
 
 The bill will protect individuals from discrimination, under Federal law, so that 
they may be free to express and conduct their business according to their religious 
conviction that marriage is a union between one man and one woman and that sexual 
relations take place within this framework.  
 
 The bill only affects Federal law, not state law. But it is an important step in the 
right direction of establishing a Federal legal regime protecting those with traditional 
biblical faith and convictions regarding marriage, sex, and sin.  
 
 This law would not preclude anyone from choosing alternative lifestyles. What it 
would do is protect those who, because of their faith, reject those lifestyles from being 
forced to accept them.  
 
 Why do we need a new Federal law to protect those whose religious convictions 
see marriage as it has been understood for our whole national history?  
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 Because a war is taking place in our country to delegitimize religion and to use 
every means of legal aggression to make it impossible for those with traditional biblical 
faith to live according to their convictions in their public lives.  
 
 Take the case of Baronelle Stutzman, a Christian florist in the state of 
Washington.  
 
 When a friend came to her to request a floral arrangement for a same-sex 
marriage, Stutzman directed that individual to another florist for whom same-sex 
marriage and same-sex sexual activity is not a violation of religious conviction as it is for 
her.  
 
 She was found guilty of discrimination in a Washington State court. According to 
the court, “Stutzman cannot comply with both the law and her faith if she continues to 
provide flowers for weddings as part of her duly-licensed business.”  
 
 The court ruling exposes Stutzman to claims for damages and attorneys’ fees 
from both the state and the couple, from her business and personally. She is liable to 
lose her business, her home, and her savings.  
 
 Or how about Kelvin Cochrane? After a 34-year career, Cochrane was fired from 
his position as Atlanta Fire Chief by Atlanta Mayor Kasim Reed because he authored a 
Christian book, in his private time for his private use, in which, in one place, he 
condemns same-sex sexual behavior and marriage as sinful.  
 
 No charges of discriminatory behavior had ever been leveled against Cochrane. 
In 2009 he was nominated by President Obama, and confirmed by the Senate, as U.S. 
Fire Administrator. In 2010, he returned to his position with the Atlanta Fire Department 
and in 2012 was named Fire Chief of the Year.  
 
 Cochrane was simply fired for his Christian convictions.  
 
 Can it really be, now that homosexual activists have won victories to redefine the 
meaning of marriage, that anyone adhering in their public life to their traditional religious 
convictions breaks the law?   
 
 Will one day a pastor preaching from the pulpit wind up in a lawsuit?  
 
 Can it really be that it is not enough for homosexual activists to legally do what 
they want? That they won’t rest until those that refuse to accept these lifestyles are 
destroyed?  
 
 This is not freedom and this is not America. This is a fight for the heart and soul 
of our country.  
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 Politicians who give lip service to American freedom but who will not fight for the 
very values that make our freedom possible, the values on which our nation was built, 
don’t belong in positions of leadership.  
 
 The Republican-controlled Congress should do everything it can to pass the 
Marriage and Religious Freedom Act.  
 
https://www.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/house-bill/3133  

 
 
REMINDER: Under Article 3, Section 2, second paragraph of the U.S. Constitution, Congress has the 
power to specify Exceptions and to promulgate Regulations under which the U.S. Supreme Court 
operates. Similarly, under Section 5 of the 14th Amendment, Congress has review and implementation 
authority over the U S. Supreme Court and its implementation of the 14th Amendment. This means 
Congress can, in fact, instruct the U.S. Supreme Court not to hear cases involving religion, separation of 
Church and State, and a host of other issues. If Congress exercised this constitutional authority, such 
cases would need to be remanded back to State Courts, where local views would more likely apply. Press 
your Congressmen and women to stand and implement the authority given them by our Constitution. 
 
 
Click here to view the article as it was published on Townhall.com on March 9, 2015.  

 
Star Parker is founder and president of CURE, the Center for Urban Renewal and Education, a 501c3 
think tank which explores and promotes market-based public policy to fight poverty, as well as author of 
the newly revised Uncle Sam's Plantation: How Big Government Enslaves America's Poor and What We 
Can do About It 
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Upcoming Events and Specials  
 
 

Members receive a 20% discount on all products.  Visit our online store today to 
order your Summit 2015 DVD and/or CD sets.   

 
MP3s will be available soon. 

 
DVD sets  
$70.00 retail - Oak members pay $56 

 
 

http://www.theoakinitiative.org/february-2015-summit-dvd-set 
 
 
 

CD sets  
$35.00 retail - Oak members pay $28 

 

Disc Date Title Speaker(s) 

1 
Feb 26 
AM 

'The Fight for 
Freedom' 

Bob Weiner, Cindy Jacobs, 
Marc Nuttle, Rick Joyner 

2 
Feb 26 
AFT 

'An Appeal to 
Heaven' 

Janet Porter, LTG (Ret.) 
Jerry Boykin, Anna Jane 
Joyner 

3 
Feb 26 
PM 

'Establishing Your 
Position of Influence' 

LTG (Ret.) Jerry Boykin, 
Lance Wallnau 

4 
Feb 27 
AM 

'America's Heritage 
and Constitution' Nicholas Papnicolaou 

5 
Feb 27 
AFT 

‘It’s Time for 
Initiative’ 

Mike Bickle, Cindy Jacobs, 
Rick Joyner 

6 
Feb 27 
PM 

‘Standing Up in 
Truth and Wisdom’ 

U.S. Rep. Louie Gohmert, 
Rick Joyner 

7 
Feb 28 
AM 

‘The Oak Initiative 
Values’ Rick Joyner 

Disc Date Title Speaker(s) 

1 & 2 
Feb 26 
AM 

'The Fight for 
Freedom' 

Bob Weiner, Cindy Jacobs, 
Marc Nuttle, Rick Joyner 

3 & 4 
Feb 26 
AFT 

'An Appeal to 
Heaven' 

Janet Porter, LTG (Ret.) 
Jerry Boykin, Anna Jane 
Joyner 

5 & 6 
Feb 26 
PM 

'Establishing Your 
Position of Influence' 

LTG (Ret.) Jerry Boykin, 
Lance Wallnau 

7 & 8 
Feb 27 
AM 

'America's Heritage 
and Constitution' Nicholas Papnicolaou 

9 & 10 
Feb 27 
AFT 

‘It’s Time for 
Initiative’ 

Mike Bickle, Cindy Jacobs, 
Rick Joyner 

11 & 12 
Feb 27 
PM 

‘Standing Up in 
Truth and Wisdom’ 

U.S. Rep. Louie Gohmert, 
Rick Joyner 
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http://www.morningstarministries.org/events/morningstar-conferences/50-joshua-and-caleb-generation-
gathering-knowing-father 
 

http://www.morningstarministries.org/schools/morningstar-university 
 

 

 
http://www.morningstarministries.org/store/books/rick-joyner/living-dangerously-behind-scenes-look-

climate-change-debate 
 
 

13 & 14 
Feb 28 
AM 

‘The Oak Initiative 
Values’ Rick Joyner 
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http://www.theoakinitiative.org/content/oak-donation  
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