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T H E  M U S L I M  B R O T H E R H O O D :  
T H E  T H R E A T  D O C T R I N E  

O P E R A T I O N A L I Z E D  

As was shown in chapter three, shariah places great impor-
tance on its adherents’ exercise of information dominance.  Ac-
cordingly, the shariah campaign of civilization jihad against the 
United States prominently features propaganda, political and psy-
chological warfare, influence operations and other techniques for 
neutralizing and, ultimately, subverting our American founda-
tional institutions – political, military, law enforcement, educa-
tional, religious, financial and media – as integral parts of the cam-
paign to secure this country’s destruction and the triumph of 
shariah.   

The information war in the West and the civilization jihad 
of which it is a central element is driven by an organization called 
the International Muslim Brotherhood (IMB), also known by its 
Arabic title “Ikhwan.”174 The Muslim Brotherhood (MB) is the 
“vanguard”175 or tip-of-the-spear of the current Islamic Movement 
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in the world.  While there are other transnational organizations 
that share the MB’s goals (if not its tactics) – including al Qaeda, 
which was born out of the Brotherhood – the Ikhwan is by far the 
strongest and most organized. 

The Muslim Brotherhood is now active in over 80 coun-
tries around the world.176  Each nation in which the Brotherhood 
has a presence is structured with an Organizational Conference 
(planning group), a Shura Council (legal body), and a General 
Masul (Leader) or “General Guide.” The “Supreme Guide” is the 
individual leader of the International Muslim Brotherhood (IMB) 
and is based in Cairo, Egypt.177   

The MB’s “civilization-jihadist process” (the Ikhwan’s 
term which will be described in depth below) is primarily con-
ducted by groups posing as peaceable, “moderate” and law-
abiding Muslim community organizations. Yet, the Muslim Bro-
therhood’s bylaws (viewable in English on the Ikhwan’s web-
site178), MB doctrinal books published in English, and a series of 
Muslim Brotherhood strategic documents found in an FBI raid in 
Virginia in 2004 and entered uncontested into evidence in the 
largest terrorism-financing trial in American history, the 2008 Ho-
ly Land Foundation (HLF) trial in Dallas, Texas, make one thing 
plain:  The Ikhwan’s mission in the West is sedition in the further-
ance of shariah’s supremacist agenda, not peaceful assimilation 
and co-existence with non-Muslim populations.179  

Thanks to the HLF trial, it is now public knowledge that 
nearly every major Muslim organization in the United States is 
actually controlled by the MB or a derivative organization. Con-
sequently, most of the Muslim-American groups of any promi-
nence in America are now known to be, as a matter of fact, hostile 
to the United States and its Constitution.  

This chapter will detail the history of the Muslim Brother-
hood and its arrival in America, its key objectives and supporting 
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doctrine, the individuals and organizations working to achieve its 
objectives, and some examples of how they are achieving them. 

WHAT IS  THE  MUSL IM BROTHERHOOD?  

The Muslim Brotherhood was founded in Egypt in 1928.  
Its express purpose was two-fold: (1) to implement shariah 
worldwide, and (2) to re-establish the imperial Islamic state (ca-
liphate).180  Therefore, Al Qaeda and the MB have the same objec-
tives.  They differ only in the timing and tactics involved in realiz-
ing them. 

The Brotherhood’s creed is: “God is our objective; the 
Koran is our law; the Prophet is our leader; jihad is our way; and 
death for the sake of Allah is the highest of our aspirations.”181 It is 
evident from the creed, and from the Brotherhood’s history (and 
current activities) detailed below, that violence is an inherent part 
of the MB’s tactics.  The MB is the root of the majority of Islamic 
terrorist groups in the world today.182  

The Ikhwan believes that its purposes in the West are, for 
the moment, better advanced by the use of non-violent, stealthy 
techniques.  In that connection, the Muslim Brotherhood seeks to 
establish relations with, influence and, wherever possible, pene-
trate government circles in executive and legislative branches at 
the federal, state and local levels; the law enforcement commu-
nity; intelligence agencies; the military; penal institutions; the 
media; think tanks and policy groups; academic institutions; non-
Muslim religious communities; and other elites.  The Brothers 
engage in all of these activities and more for one reason: to subvert 
the targeted communities in furtherance of the MB’s primary ob-
jective – the triumph of shariah.183 

THE GENES IS  OF  THE  MUSL IM BROTHERHOOD  

The defeat of the Ottoman Empire and its allies in World 
War I led to the Empire’s dissolution as a unified entity in July 
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1923, and the establishment of the modern state of Turkey by 
Mustapha Kemal, who was given the title “Ataturk” or “Father of 
the Turks.”184 Determined to tie his country firmly to the West, 
Ataturk sought to diminish its Islamic character, notably by abol-
ishing the caliphate in favor of secular rule.  Ataturk also banned 
the growing of beards by men and wearing of headscarves by 
women; banned the call to prayer by muezzins; abolished the 
Turkish language’s script and replaced it with the Latin alphabet; 
and made the Turkish military the custodian of secular tradition. 

The dissolution of the caliphate and the transformation of 
Turkey from the center of the Islamic world to a secular nation 
did not sit well with some in the global Islamic community (um-
mah). One of those determined to restore the caliphate was Has-
san al Banna, the son of a Muslim imam who lived outside of Cai-
ro, Egypt.  In 1928, he founded an organization known as the al-
Ikhwan al-Muslimin, the Society of Muslim Brothers or the Mus-
lim Brotherhood (MB), for the purpose of unifying the Islamic 
States under a new caliphate and subordinating all lands to the 
Caliph’s rule pursuant to shariah.185  

The Muslim Brotherhood’s bylaws make clear the Ikh-
wan’s objectives and means to achieve them:186 

“The Muslim Brotherhood is an International Muslim body 
which seeks to establish Allah’s law in the land by achieving 
the spiritual goals of Islam and the true religion which are 
namely the following:  

…F) The need to work on establishing the Islamic State;   

G) The sincere support for a global cooperation in accor-
dance with the provisions of the Islamic Sharia. 

Chapter II, Article 3: 

The Muslim Brotherhood in achieving these objectives de-
pends on the following means: 
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…D) Make every effort for the establishment of educational, 
social, economic, and scientific institutions and the estab-
lishment of mosques, schools, clinics, shelters, clubs, as well 
as the formation of committees to regulate zakat affairs and 
alms;  

E) The Islamic nation must be fully prepared to fight the ty-
rants and the enemies of Allah as a prelude to establishing the 
Islamic State.” (Emphasis added.) 

By the early 1930’s, the Brotherhood had developed a 
formal organizational structure around groups of men with special 
spiritual and physical training called “Battalions.”  By 1940, the 
Brotherhood created the “secret apparatus” which was the mili-
tary wing of the Society of Muslim Brothers, and in 1943 aban-
doned the Battalions. The MB’s military wing continues to oper-
ate today, and is referred to as the “Special Section.”  Its opera-
tions are known as “special work,” meaning military fighting or 
armed actions.187 

During World War II and the years that followed, the Bro-
therhood became increasingly aggressive and violent, and called 
for the removal of all British forces (“non-Muslim Forces”) from 
Egypt (“Muslim Lands”), as required by Islamic Law (shariah).  
During the late 1940’s, the Brotherhood targeted Egyptian offi-
cials, British soldiers, and their families, and in December of 1948, 
a Muslim Brother assassinated Egyptian Prime Minister Mahmud 
Fahmi al-Nuqrashi.188  In February 1949, the Egyptian security 
services killed Muslim Brotherhood founder Hassan al Banna in 
Cairo.   

The period following the assassination of al Banna was 
marked with significant MB violence against the Egyptian monar-
chy and the British. After a ban on Brotherhood activities was 
lifted in 1951, the MB coordinated actively with Gamal Abdel 
Nasser and the young officers who overthrew King Farouk in 
1952. As soon as the Ikhwan felt powerful enough to confront the 
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government on their own, however, it turned against the new 
president Nasser. Nasser launched a crackdown against the Bro-
therhood in 1954 that accelerated an exodus of many top Brothers 
and the expansion of the organization around the world, including 
into the West.  

MOVEMENT OF  THE  MUSL IM BROTHERHOOD 
INTO THE  WEST  

Among the most prominent members of the Ikhwan dur-
ing this transitional period were: Youssef Nada, Said Ramadan, 
Ghaleb Himmat, Mohamed Akef, and Yousef Qaradawi, who is 
today known as the International Muslim Brotherhood’s “spiritual 
guide” and is a leading Islamic legal scholar. Each of these men 
played an important role in transforming the Ikhwan into the in-
ternational Muslim mafia it is today.  The history of their penetra-
tion of Western societies in Europe is instructive for those seeking 
to understand how and the extent to which similar influence op-
erations are being run against the United States. 

Of these men, Said Ramadan is particularly noteworthy as 
he was al Banna’s assistant for years, married his daughter and be-
came a driving force in the Brotherhood leadership after al Banna 
was killed by the Egyptian security services.  His son, Tariq Ra-
madan, is a member of Brotherhood elite and one of today’s most 
assiduous practitioners of the stealth jihad. In January 2010, Sec-
retary of State Hillary Clinton reversed a six-year ban on the 
younger Ramadan’s entry into the United States.  He has used his 
renewed access to American audiences to advance the Brother-
hood’s civilization jihad.189 

Post-war Germany offered the Brotherhood a valuable 
safe haven in the heart of Europe, primarily because the Brothers 
had established a relationship with the Nazis during World War II 
and maintained ties to powerful Germans after the war.  Addition-
ally, the West Germans were especially welcoming of Syrians and 
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Egyptians because of a state policy that offered assistance to any 
“refugees” from nations that formally recognized Bonn’s rival, 
East Germany – something both Egypt and Syria did.   

The Brotherhood leadership, which insinuated itself into 
the societies of Germany, Austria, Switzerland, and other Euro-
pean countries, established numerous front organizations for the 
Ikhwan – a pattern the organization follows aggressively around 
the world and especially in the West to this day. For example, Said 
Ramadan moved to Cologne, where he received a law degree, and 
founded the Islamic Society of Germany.  He presided over it 
from 1958-1968.  In 1962, Ramadan founded the Muslim World 
League in Saudi Arabia.   

Ghaleb Himmat was a Syrian who was a citizen of Italy, 
who directed the Islamic Society of Germany from 1973-2002.190  
He established the Al-Taqwa Bank, which Italian intelligence 
dubbed “the bank of the Muslim Brotherhood.” Himmat ran Al-
Taqwa and a group of front companies in Switzerland, Liechten-
stein, and the Bahamas with Youssef Nada. Before it was shut 
down in 2002, Al-Taqwa became known for its funding of: al 
Qaeda; the Brotherhood’s Palestinian arm, known as Hamas; 
Iran’s Ayatollah Khomeini and his supporters; and other terrorist 
movements and organizations. 

In the 1960’s, these senior Muslim Brotherhood leaders 
planned and built a huge complex known as the Islamic Center of 
Munich which became an important staging point for the Muslim 
Brotherhood in Europe.  A new book by Ian Johnson entitled A 
Mosque in Munich describes the powerful force-multiplier this fa-
cility became for Ikhwan operations in Europe and beyond.  The 
book also reveals longstanding U.S. government ties to the Broth-
ers, including Said Ramadan who contributed to the construction 
of this mosque.191  

In 1973, several dozen Muslim Brothers attended a meet-
ing of the Islamic Cultural Centres and Bodies in Europe in Lon-
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don, England in order to organize the Muslim Brotherhood 
Movement in Europe.  Ghaleb Himmat was present as the head of 
the Islamic Community of Southern Germany.  While no agree-
ment on strategy to develop a European Islamic network was 
reached, this meeting laid the foundation for such a plan.192 

Four years later, the senior Muslim Brotherhood leaders 
met in Lugano, Switzerland, near the homes of Ghaleb Himmat 
and Youssef Nada to discuss the strategy for moving the Brother-
hood forward.193  Yousef al-Qaradawi was among those present at 
this meeting.  One of the first actions taken afterwards was the 
establishment of the MB front known as the International Insti-
tute for Islamic Thought (IIIT).  IIIT’s role was to maintain the 
ideological purity and consistency of the Brotherhood’s expand-
ing operations.  During a subsequent meeting in Saudi Arabia in 
1978, the Ikhwan decided to set up IIIT near Temple University 
in Philadelphia, an institution where leading Islamic thinker and 
Muslim Brother Ismail Faruqi was teaching at the time. 194  Later, 
the IIIT moved its headquarters to Herndon, Virginia. 

In the 1980s, Mohammed Akef (the MB’s Supreme Guide 
for several years until early 2010), who was then serving as the 
imam at the Munich mosque, moved the MB’s European head-
quarters into the Markfield Conference Centre, a small commu-
nity near Leicester in the United Kingdom.195  The Federation of 
Islamic Organizations in Europe (FIOE) is housed there and led 
by an Iraqi named Ahmed al-Rawi. FIOE has become one of Eu-
rope’s largest MB organizations.196 The Markfield Conference 
Centre is owned by the Islamic Foundation which is an affiliate of 
the Muslim Council of Britain – both Muslim Brotherhood front 
groups.  Yousef al-Qaradawi is heavily involved with this network.   

The Federation has become the starting point for a num-
ber of other Muslim Brotherhood entities, including the Institute 
for the Study of Human Sciences and the European Council for 
Fatwa and Research.  The latter is headed by al-Qaradawi.197   
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In France, the Brotherhood has the Union of Islamic Or-
ganizations in France,198 and its partner organization in Italy is the 
Union of the Islamic Communities and Organizations in Italy.199 
Those groups work, respectively, with the French and Italian gov-
ernments in order to advance the Muslim Brotherhood agenda 
and subvert their respective nations, while using claims of victim-
hood and demands for equality and tolerance to mask their true 
intentions and marginalize or silence critics.   

In the United Kingdom, the Muslim Council of Britain 
and Muslim Association of Britain are two of the most prominent 
MB organizations.200  Like their counterparts on the continent, 
the MCB and MAB work with the British government at the high-
est levels toward the same end: subverting Her Majesty’s Gov-
ernment and nation from within. 

The late 1990s saw the MB launching the Forum for Eu-
ropean Muslim Youth and Student Organizations (FEMYSO), 
which is headquartered in Brussels. FEMYSO describes itself in its 
own literature as “a network of 42 national and international or-
ganizations bringing together youth from over 26 different coun-
tries,”201 and credibly claims to be the primary organization in Eu-
rope for Muslim youth. This Muslim Brotherhood organization – 
like most of the Ikhwan’s other fronts – has significant influence 
and appears to have encountered little resistance from European 
security services. 

In short, Muslim Brotherhood organizations exist across 
Europe today.  As we shall see with respect to the MB footprint in 
the United States, virtually without exception, the leading Muslim 
organizations across the continent are fronts for the Muslim Bro-
therhood. Even though the affiliation with the Brotherhood for 
most of these organizations is easily established, and the true, se-
ditious objectives of these organizations are readily discernable, 
most European governments are unwilling to face reality – let 
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alone deal effectively with the threats posed by MB penetration of 
the highest levels of their societies.  

As illustrations of the problem, two of the most prominent 
Muslim Brothers in Europe, Ghaleb Himmat and Yousef Nada, 
were designated as terrorism financiers by the U.S. Treasury De-
partment in the wake of the 9/11 attacks.  Treasury also deemed 
their bank, Al-Taqwa, as an entity that funds terrorism.202 For his 
part, the Muslim Brotherhood’s spiritual leader, Yousef al-
Qaradawi, was named in the HLF trial as an unindicted co-
conspirator for his involvement with that Hamas front.   

All three of these individuals have, nonetheless, been al-
lowed to continue doing business with and, in some cases, actually 
in Europe.203   

One reason for Europe’s unwillingness to confront and 
counter the danger posed by the Muslim Brotherhood and its op-
eratives is that in parliamentary politics of some nations, Muslim 
communities are increasingly seen as critical voting blocs.204  To 
the extent that the Ikhwan is able to capitalize on such perceptions 
long before Muslims achieve majority status in the demographics 
of a number of European nations, it has greatly facilitated the 
MB’s efforts to insinuate shariah into and otherwise exercise in-
fluence over these states.   

Growing unease about the success of the Islamization of 
Europe has begun translating into push-back, however – most no-
tably in the Netherlands, where Geert Wilders’ party rooted in 
opposition to shariah has garnered unprecedented support.  The 
question is:  Will it amount to much and, if so, will it happen in 
time? 

THE  MUSL IM BROTHERHOOD IN  AMERICA 

In 1953, Princeton University hosted a group of “promi-
nent Muslims” for an “Islamic Colloquium.”  Ikhwan delegates 
asked for and were granted a meeting with President Dwight D. 
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Eisenhower, who agreed to the meeting on advice from his de-
fense and intelligence advisors, who saw it as an opportunity for 
the U.S. to influence the Muslim world and use them against the 
communists.  

One of the delegates at the meeting was the “Honorable 
Saeed Ramahdan, Delegate of the Muslim Brothers,” as described 
in the official White House documents.  A now-declassified CIA 
documents recording the events of this meeting described Rama-
dan as follows:  “Ramadan seems to be a Fascist, interested in the 
grouping of individuals for power. He did not display many ideas 
except for those of the Brotherhood.”205 

It is critical to recall the MB’s aforementioned bylaws, and 
specifically that the approved “means” to achieve the Ikhwan’s 
objectives in America includes this mandate: “Make every effort for 
the establishment of educational, social, economic, and scientific insti-
tutions and the establishment of mosques, schools, clinics, shelters, 
clubs.” (Emphasis added.) 

As the Muslim Brothers “settled” in North America, they 
did so according to their stated bylaws.  At the University of Illi-
nois in Urbana, the Ikhwan created its first front organization in 
North America, the Muslim Students Association (MSA) in 1963.  
Today, MSA chapters are present on many college campuses 
across the country, serving as recruiting nodes for the MB and, in 
some cases for violent jihadist organizations (some of which are 
described in chapter five).  As will be explained, out of the MSA 
came nearly every Muslim organization in America today.  Ini-
tially, as MSA chapters sprang up on American campuses, they 
presented Islam in public as an acceptable alternative to other re-
ligions, never mentioning its revolutionary aspects.  In recent 
years, MSA members have become ever more aggressive in their 
demands for accommodations and silencing those who oppose 
them.206 
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In the 1970s, the Brotherhood formed a number of trade 
organizations for the purpose of insinuating its members more 
deeply into American society. These included the Association of 
Muslim Social Scientists (AMSS), the Association of Muslim Scien-
tists and Engineers (AMSE), the Islamic Medical Association (IMA), 
the Muslim Communities Association (MCA), and others.  The 
Brothers also formed other student groups in the 1970s, including 
the Muslim Arab Youth Assembly (MAYA) and Muslim Youth of 
North America (MYNA).207   

In 1973, the Saudis created an important new enabler of 
Brotherhood operations in the United States and domination of 
American Muslim communities: the North American Islamic 
Trust (NAIT).  NAIT “controls” approximately 80 percent of the 
titles/deeds to the mosques, Islamic organizations and Islamic 
schools in this country.208  Typically, along with such ownership 
comes Saudi-trained and appointed imams, textbooks for the ma-
drassas, jihadist literature and videos for the bookstore, paid hajj 
pilgrimages (the obligatory trip to Mecca) and, in some cases, 
training for jihad.  

In 1980, the Brotherhood created a new organization to 
extend the footprint made possible by the swelling ranks of Mus-
lim Students Association alumni.  It brought together most of its 
groups under the authority of the Islamic Society of North Amer-
ica (ISNA), which is today the largest Muslim Brotherhood front in 
North America.   

The creation of ISNA ushered in an era of massive growth 
of the movement in North America.  Through the 1980s and 
1990s, the Brotherhood created hundreds of new organizations 
and built hundreds of mosques and Islamic schools across the 
U.S. and Canada. It did so primarily with funding from Saudi Ara-
bia.209  
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BREAKING THE CODE 

In August of 2004, an alert Maryland Transportation Au-
thority Police officer observed a woman wearing traditional Is-
lamic garb videotaping the support structures of the Chesapeake 
Bay Bridge, and conducted a traffic stop.  The driver of the vehicle 
was identified as Ismail Elbarasse and detained on an outstanding 
material witness warrant issued in Chicago, Illinois, in a Hamas 
case.   

The FBI’s Washington Field Office raided Elbarasse’s res-
idence in Annandale, Virginia, and in the basement of his home, a 
hidden sub-basement was found.  In the sub-basement, the FBI 
discovered the archives of the Muslim Brotherhood in North 
America. The documents confirmed what investigators and coun-
terterrorism experts had previously suspected and contended 
about the myriad Muslim-American groups in the United States – 
namely, that nearly all of them are controlled by the MB and, 
therefore, as shariah dictates, are hostile to this country, its Con-
stitution and freedoms.  The documents make clear the groups’ 
sole objectives are to implement Islamic law in America in fur-
therance of re-establishing the global caliphate.210 

THE HOLY LAND FOUNDATION TR IAL211 

Between July and September 2007, prosecutors from the 
U.S. Attorney’s Office in Dallas, Texas, along with attorneys from 
the main Department of Justice (DOJ) in Washington, working 
with FBI case agents and analysts from the FBI Dallas Field Of-
fice, tried the Holy Land Foundation for Relief and Development 
(HLFRD or simply HLF) and its senior leadership in U.S. Federal 
Court, Northern District of Texas. At the time, HLF was the larg-
est Muslim charity in North America, and funneled money and 
assistance to Hamas overseas in support of its terrorist operations. 
Hamas had been designated a Foreign Terrorist Organization 
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(FTO) by the U.S. government in 1995, and is a Palestinian wing of 
the Muslim Brotherhood.   

In the course of the HLF trial, scores of exhibits and tes-
timony were introduced into evidence uncontested by the de-
fense.  Taken together, the evidence provided unprecedented in-
sights into the web of connections among a handful of alleged 
Hamas front groups that have operated on American soil 
throughout the 1990s to this day. This network serves as a central 
node in the Muslim Brotherhood's wider U.S. organizational in-
frastructure.  HLF was the largest Hamas front organization ever 
prosecuted by the U.S. government; its trial was the largest in the 
history of official efforts to counter terrorism financing in Amer-
ica. 

On October 22, 2007, after 19 days of deliberation, a jury 
was unable to reach a unanimous verdict on any of the charges 
against the defendants. U.S. District Judge Joe A. Fish declared a 
mistrial after a decision could not be reached.  

In September 2008, the second Holy Land Foundation 
trial began. On November 24, 2008, after six weeks of testimony 
and seven days of deliberation, the jury convicted HLF and five of 
its leaders on charges of providing material support to Hamas. As 
the Department of Justice stated at the time: 

The government presented evidence at trial that, as the U.S. 
began to scrutinize individuals and entities in the United 
States who were raising funds for terrorist groups in the mid-
1990s, the HLF intentionally hid its financial support for 
Hamas behind the guise of charitable donations. HLF and 
these five defendants provided approximately $12.4 million 
in support to Hamas and its goal of creating an Islamic Pales-
tinian state by eliminating the State of Israel through violent 
jihad. 
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Commenting on the verdicts, Patrick Rowan, Assistant 
Attorney General for National Security, observed: 

Today’s verdicts are important milestones in America's ef-
forts against financiers of terrorism. For many years, the Holy 
Land Foundation used the guise of charity to raise and funnel 
millions of dollars to the infrastructure of the Hamas terror 
organization. This prosecution demonstrates our resolve to 
ensure that humanitarian relief efforts are not used as a me-
chanism to disguise and enable support for terrorist groups.” 
212 

The following sentences were handed down for the de-
fendants: 

• Shukri Abu Baker, 50, of Garland, Texas, was sentenced 
to a total of 65 years in prison. He was convicted of 10 
counts of conspiracy to provide, and the provision of, 
material support to a designated foreign terrorist organi-
zation; 11 counts of conspiracy to provide, and the pro-
vision of, funds, goods and services to a Specially Desig-
nated Terrorist; 10 counts of conspiracy to commit, and 
the commission of, money laundering; one count of con-
spiracy to impede and impair the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice (IRS); and one count of filing a false tax return.  

• Mohammad El-Mezain, 55, of San Diego, California, was 
sentenced to the statutory maximum of 15 years in pris-
on. He was convicted on one count of conspiracy to pro-
vide material support to a designated foreign terrorist 
organization.  

• Ghassan Elashi, 55, of Richardson, Texas, was sentenced 
to a total of 65 years in prison. He was convicted on the 
same counts as Abu Baker, and one additional count of 
filing a false tax return.  

• Mufid Abdulqader, 49, of Richardson, Texas, was sen-
tenced to a total of 20 years in prison. He was convicted 
on one count of conspiracy to provide material support 
to a designated foreign terrorist organization, one count 
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of conspiracy to provide goods, funds, and services to a 
specially designated terrorist, and one count of conspir-
acy to commit money laundering.  

• Abdulrahman Odeh, 49, of Patterson, New Jersey, was 
sentenced to 15 years in prison. He was convicted on the 
same counts as Abdulqader.  

• HLF, now defunct, was convicted on 10 counts of con-
spiracy to provide, and the provision of, material support 
to a designated foreign terrorist organization; 11 counts 
of conspiracy to provide, and the provision of, funds, 
goods and services to a Specially Designated Terrorist; 
and 10 counts of conspiracy to commit, and the commis-
sion of, money laundering. 

It should be emphasized that all these defendants were 
proven to be leaders of Hamas in the United States and, therefore, 
Muslim Brothers. 

The North American Islamic Trust (and perhaps other 
unindicted co-conspirators) has appealed the court’s ruling on 
their listing.213  According to press reports, a panel of the 5th Cir-
cuit held a closed-door hearing on the matter in 2010.  As of this 
writing, neither the government’s position nor the judgment of 
the court of appeals is known. 

‘AN  EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM’  

One of the most critical documents found at the FBI raid 
in Annandale, Virginia, in 2004 entered into evidence during the 
HLF trial was the Muslim Brotherhood’s Strategic Plan for North 
America entitled, An Explanatory Memorandum:  On the General 
Strategic Goal for the Group.”  It was written by a member of the 
Board of Directors for the Muslim Brother in North America and 
senior Hamas leader named Mohammed Akram.  This document 
was approved by the Brotherhood’s Shura Council and Organiza-
tional Conference in 1987, and it establishes the mission of the 
Muslim Brother in North America in this following passage: 
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The process of settlement is a “Civilization-Jihadist Process” 
with all the word means. The Ikhwan must understand that 
their work in America is a kind of grand jihad in eliminating 
and destroying the Western civilization from within and “sa-
botaging” its miserable house by their hands and the hands of 
the believers so that it is eliminated and God's religion is 
made victorious over all other religions.214 

In other words, the Ikhwan’s strategy for destroying the 
United States is to get us, specifically our leadership, to do the 
MB’s bidding.  The Ikhwan intends to conduct civilization jihad 
by co-opting our leadership into believing a counterfactual under-
standing of Islam and the nature of the Muslim Brotherhood, the-
reby manipulating or coercing these leaders to enforce the MB 
narrative on their subordinates.   

At the ground level, this means that when police officers, 
federal agents, military personnel, or any another Americans who 
have sworn an oath to protect and defend the Constitution chal-
lenge their leadership with facts, the latter is faced with a hard 
choice: admit a lack of understanding of the threat and that he or 
she has been duped, or the leader must suppress the facts and his 
subordinates in the interest of protecting his or her professional 
reputation.  

 Copious anecdotal evidence obtained from law enforce-
ment professionals, federal agents, and military service members 
suggests that there is considerable suppression of the facts about 
shariah and efforts by the Muslim Brotherhood and its allies to 
bring it to America.  This behavior frequently impedes ongoing 
investigations and countervailing efforts.   

For instance, police officers in a number of communities 
around the country have been pushed out of their Joint Terrorism 
Task Force (JTTF) or counterterrorism positions by their chiefs or 
deputy chiefs for factually articulating that certain MB operatives 
working with their police leadership are, in fact, hostile to the 



 
124

United States and the police department in question.215 A similar 
phenomenon has also been evidenced within the FBI, the De-
partment of Homeland Security and other federal, as well as state 
and local, entities. 216  That is what is meant by “‘sabotaging’ West-
ern civilization by ‘their hands.”’  

THE  MUSL IM BROTHERHOOD’S  ‘PHASED PLAN’   

We know from, among other things, the Elbarasse trove of 
MB documents, that the goal of destroying Western civilization 
from within is to be achieved by the Brotherhood in accordance 
with a “phased plan.”  The plan is a stepped process modeled di-
rectly after Sayyid Qutb’s Milestones and the shariah doctrine of 
progressive revelation.  

One such document is an undated paper entitled, “Phases 
of the World Underground Movement Plan.”217  It specifies the 
five phases of the Muslim Brotherhood Movement in North 
America.  They are described, together with comments about the 
Ikhwan’s progress in realizing each goal as follows: 

Phase One: Phase of discreet and secret establishment of lea-
dership. 

Phase Two:  Phase of gradual appearance on the public scene 
and exercising and utilizing various public activities (It great-
ly succeeded in implementing this stage). It also succeeded in 
achieving a great deal of its important goals, such as infiltrat-
ing various sectors of the Government.  Gaining religious in-
stitutions and embracing senior scholars.  Gaining public 
support and sympathy.  Establishing a shadow government 
(secret) within the Government. 

Phase Three: Escalation phase, prior to conflict and confron-
tation with the rulers, through utilizing mass media.  Cur-
rently in progress. 
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Phase Four: Open public confrontation with the Government 
through exercising the political pressure approach.  It is ag-
gressively implementing the above-mentioned approach.  
Training on the use of weapons domestically and overseas in 
anticipation of zero-hour.  It has noticeable activities in this 
regard. 

Phase Five: Seizing power to establish their Islamic Nation 
under which all parties and Islamic groups are united.218 

This document offers a chilling operational insight into 
the mindset, planning, and vision of the Islamic Movement in 
North America. 

THE  IMPLEMENTATION OF  SHARIAH BY THE  
MUSL IM BROTHERHOOD 

The Elbarasse archives and close observation of the Bro-
therhood’s operations reveal the following as the most important 
of the techniques employed by the Ikhwan in America to achieve 
the seditious goals of its civilization jihad:   

• Expanding the Muslim presence by birth rate, im-
migration, and refusal to assimilate; 

• Occupying and expanding domination of physical 
spaces; 

• Ensuring the “Muslim community” knows and fol-
lows MB doctrine; 

• Controlling the language we use in describing the 
enemy; 

• Ensuring we do not study their doctrine (shariah); 

• Co-opting key leadership; 

• Forcing compliance with shariah at local levels;  

• Fighting all counterterrorism efforts; 

• Subverting religious organizations; 
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• Employing lawfare - the offensive use of lawsuits 
and threats of lawsuits; 

• Claiming victimization/demanding accommoda-
tions; 

• Condemning “slander” against Islam; 

• Subverting the U.S. education system, in particular, 
infiltrating and dominating U.S. Middle East and re-
ligious studies programs;  

• Demanding the right to practice shariah in segre-
gated Muslim enclaves; 

• Demanding recognition of shariah in non-Muslim 
spheres; 

• Confronting and denouncing Western society, laws, 
and traditions; and 

• Demanding that shariah replace Western law.  
Note that many of the foregoing techniques entail, in one 

way or another, influencing and neutralizing the American gov-
ernment at all levels. 

MUSL IM BROTHERHOOD PENETRATION OF  THE  
U .S .  GOVERNMENT:  A  CASE  STUDY 

In that connection, one of the most successful Brother-
hood influence operations in support of this phased plan that has 
been uncovered to date involved arguably the Ikhwan’s preemi-
nent figure in America during the 1990s: Abdurahman Alamoudi.  
His is a tale of a sustained effort to penetrate and compromise 
both Democratic and Republican administrations and their parti-
san organizations. 

Alamoudi immigrated from Eritrea in 1979 and became a 
naturalized U.S. citizen in 1996.219 During the 1990s, he parlayed 
his role as founder and executive director of the American Muslim 
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Council and his involvement with nearly two-dozen other Muslim 
organizations in this country into entrée to the White House itself.  

This access afforded Alamoudi various opportunities for 
mounting influence operations against the Clinton administra-
tion. According to multiple sources:  

In 1995, Alamoudi helped President Clinton and the ACLU 
develop a presidential guideline entitled “Religious Expres-
sion in Public School.”220  In November of that 
year, Alamoudi and 23 other Muslim leaders met with Presi-
dent Clinton and Vice President Al Gore. On December 
8, Clinton’s National Security Adviser, Anthony Lake, met 
with Alamoudi and several other AMC Board members.  On 
February 8, 1996, Hillary Clinton penned a newspaper col-
umn based on talking points provided by Alamoudi.  Later 
that month, Mrs. Clinton asked AMC to draw up a guest list 
for a reception marking the end of Ramadan that was to be 
held at the White House.221 

Alamoudi also parlayed his access at the highest levels of 
the U.S. government into the lead role in establishing the Muslim 
Chaplain Program for the Department of Defense, and then serv-
ing as the certifying authority for Muslim chaplains serving U.S. 
servicemen and women.  He was also the founder and leader of 
the American Muslim Armed Forces and Veterans Affairs Council 
(AMAFVAC). 222 

In 1993, the Defense Department certified AMAFVAC as 
one of two organizations (the other was the Graduate School of 
Islamic and Social Sciences) authorized to approve and endorse 
Muslim chaplains.  From about 1993 to 1998, the Pentagon 
would retain Alamoudi on an unpaid basis to nominate and ap-
prove Muslim chaplain candidates for the U.S. military.  Among 
the chaplains Alamoudi hired was James Yee, who was arrested in 
2003 by the U.S. government on charges he was supporting the 
jihadis detained at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.223  
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The Muslim men working with Yee at Guantanamo, uni-
formed and contract employees (linguists), were all convicted on 
charges including mishandling classified information and espio-
nage.   

In 1998, Alamoudi provided at least $20,000 in checks 
enabling Republican activist Grover Norquist to establish what 
would become a Muslim Brotherhood front organization targeted 
at penetrating GOP circles and the presidential campaign of then-
Governor George W. Bush.224 The new entity was called the Is-
lamic Free Market Institute (better known as the Islamic Institute, 
or II).  Alamoudi also detailed his long-time deputy, Khaled Saf-
furi, to serve as II’s first executive director, with Norquist as the 
Chairman of the Board.225  

As a result of these connections, Alamoudi was among a 
group of Muslim Brotherhood operatives who were invited on 
May 1, 2000, to meet with Bush in the Texas governor’s mansion.  
Saffuri was designated the Bush campaign’s Muslim outreach co-
ordinator and Norquist assisted another prominent Ikhwan op-
erative, Sami al-Arian, to obtain a commitment from candidate 
Bush that, if elected, he would prohibit the use of classified intelli-
gence evidence in deportation proceedings against foreigners sus-
pected of terrorist ties.  This was a priority for al-Arian since his 
brother-in-law was being held at the time by federal immigration 
authorities on the basis of such evidence.226  

After the election, a member of the Islamic Institute’s 
board of directors with myriad and longstanding connections to 
other Muslim Brotherhood organizations, Suhail Khan, was ap-
pointed to be the gatekeeper for the Muslim community in the 
White House Office of Public Liaison.  Such relationships and 
placements afforded the Ikhwan unprecedented opportunities for 
influence operations against the U.S. government, especially after 
9/11.227 
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Unfortunately for Alamoudi, his own ability directly to 
exploit such opportunities had by that time been irreparably dam-
aged by his appearance at an anti-Israel rally outside the White 
House in October 2000.  On that occasion, he carelessly gave the 
game away, when he declared on video: “I have been labeled…as 
being a supporter of Hamas. Anybody supporters of Hamas here? 
[Roars of approval from the crowd.]  We are all supporters of 
Hamas.  [More roars.]  I wish they added that I am also a sup-
porter of Hezbollah.  [More roars.]”228  

Then, in 2003, Alamoudi was arrested at Heathrow Air-
port (UK) on his way back from Libya with $340,000 in cash given 
to him by Libyan President Muammar Qaddafi for jihad.  The 
money was to be used to underwrite a plot involving two U.K.-
based al Qaeda operatives intending to kill Crown Prince (now 
King) Abdullah of Saudi Arabia.229 

Alamoudi was extradited to the United States where, in 
the Eastern District of Virginia, he pled guilty to and was con-
victed of terrorism-related charges.  He was proven to be a senior 
al Qaeda financier, who moved at least $1 million dollars to the 
terrorist organization. Alamoudi had also been caught on re-
corded conversations supporting acts of terrorism, terrorist or-
ganizations like Hamas and Hezbollah, and clearly stated his ob-
jective of making America a Muslim nation.  Alamoudi is now 
serving a 23-year sentence in federal prison.230 

Before his fall, Abdurrahman Alamoudi was one of the 
leaders of the global Islamic Movement and one of its most suc-
cessful influence operatives.  His arrest and conviction should 
have sent shock waves through the U.S. intelligence community, 
particularly its counterintelligence units, since Alamoudi’s blown 
cover provided a reality check on the extent of shariah’s stealth 
jihad in this country, and how badly we have been penetrated.   

Here was, after all, proof that an al Qaeda financier, Ha-
mas operative and Muslim Brotherhood agent had enjoyed access 
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to the most senior levels of the American government.  Thanks to 
that access, he was allowed – among other things – to create and 
run the program for selecting and placing members of his team to 
proselytize as Muslim chaplains in what can be the two most lu-
crative target populations for jihadist recruiters: the U.S. military 
and imprisoned felons.   

Far from regarding the Alamoudi revelations as a wake-up 
call, however, administrations of both parties transferred his re-
sponsibilities for the chaplains to the Islamic Society of North 
America (ISNA), the largest Muslim Brotherhood front in this 
country.   

In the absence of a serious effort to understand the true 
nature of shariah and the determined campaign being mounted to 
insinuate it into this country, together with an aggressive counter-
intelligence operation aimed at defeating such influence and pe-
netration operations, it is predictable that the next Alamoudi will 
be able to do vastly more damage than did the original.  

MAPPING THE  BROTHERHOOD 

The “process of settlement” outlined in the Explanatory 
Memorandum and in published Muslim Brotherhood doctrine, 
such as Toward a Worldwide Strategy for Islamic Policy231 and Me-
thodology of Dawah Ilallah in American Perspective,232 has been op-
erationalized in the United States by one MB-related front group 
after another, starting with the very first, the Muslim Student As-
sociation (MSA), and continuing to the present day.  As noted 
above, through this process, the Muslim Brotherhood has, as a 
matter of historical fact, established, built and maintained control 
over most of the prominent Muslim organizations in America. 
[For the complete text of the Memorandum, see Appendix II.] 

The identified MB fronts and the other, as-yet-unknown 
groups share an inherent enmity for the United States and the 
West.  It follows that when any friendly entity – to include federal, 
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state and local law enforcement or intelligence units in the United 
States, other public officials, media organizations and religious 
institutions – works with individuals representing a self-described 
“Muslim” group, there is the probability that those with whom 
such outreach is being conducted and the group with whom it is 
being undertaken, are actually hostile to the United States.   

The Muslim Brotherhood’s own Explanatory Memoran-
dum (reprinted in full as Appendix II of this book) identifies the 
following groups under the heading “a list of our organizations 
and the organizations of our friends”233 : 

• Islamic Society of North America (ISNA) 

• Muslim Student Association (MSA) 

• Muslim Communities Association (MCA) 

• Association of Muslim Social Scientists (AMSS) 

• Association of Muslim Scientists and Engineers 
(AMSE) 

• Islamic Medical Association (IMA) 

• Islamic Teaching Center (ITC) 

• North American Islamic Trust (NAIT) 

• Foundation for International Development (FID) 

• Islamic Housing Cooperative (IHC) 

• Islamic Centers Division (ICD) 

• American Trust Publications (ATP) 

• Audio-Visual Center (AVC) 

• Islamic Book Service (IBS) 

• Muslim Businessmen Association (MBA) 

• Muslim Youth of North America (MYNA) 

• ISNA Fiqh Committee (IFC) 

• ISNA Political Awareness Committee (IPAC) 

• Islamic Education Department (IED) 
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• Muslim Arab Youth Association (MAYA) 

• Malasian [sic] Islamic Study Group (MISG) 

• Islamic Association for Palestine (IAP) 

• United Association for Studies and Research 
(UASR) 

• Occupied Land Fund (OLF) 

• Mercy International Association (MIA) 

• Islamic Circle of North America (ICNA) 

• Baitul Mal Inc (BMI) 

• International Institute for Islamic Thought (IIIT) 

• Islamic Information Center (IIC) 

Several of the preeminent  Muslim-American organiza-
tions in the United States today (notably, the Council on Ameri-
can Islamic Relations, the Muslim Public Affairs Council and the 
Islamic Free Market Institute) had not been established at the 
time in 1991 when this document was adopted  by the Muslim 
Brotherhood.  As will be discussed below, the ties of such groups 
to the Muslim Brotherhood can nonetheless be readily estab-
lished by the involvement in their founding and/or operations of 
individuals associated with other Ikhwan fronts.   

In order to be considered by the Muslim Brotherhood to 
be one of “our organizations” or an “organization of our friends,” 
all of these entities had to have embraced the aforementioned 
Ikhwan creed: “Allah is our goal; the Messenger is our guide: the 
Koran is our law; Jihad is our means; and martyrdom in the way of 
Allah is our inspiration.”   

As we have seen, the actualization of the Muslim Brother-
hood creed demands the triumph of shariah globally and the re-
establishing the caliphate on a global basis.  This end-state will 
entail subordinating to shariah the governing system of non-
Islamic nations like ours (and Muslim nations not currently ad-
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hering to Islamic law) and, in due course, the destruction of such 
alternatives.   

The inherently seditious nature of the Muslim Brother-
hood’s agenda and its incompatibility with Western civilization 
and governments is typically obscured in the free world by the 
assertion that the Ikhwan only seeks to achieve its objectives 
through non-violent means.  As a result, the Brothers, their allies 
and proxies are all-too-often considered to be acceptable and reli-
able “moderate” partners for governments seeking to counter vio-
lent jihad.   

Such openness to the Ikhwan is astounding not only be-
cause of the toxic nature of the MB’s ambitions.  The act of open-
ness also ignores the fact that Brotherhood doctrine recognizes that 
violence must be used when needed to achieve shariah’s supremacist 
objectives.  For example, the Brotherhood bylaws call for Muslims 
to “fight the tyrants” when necessary to establish the Islamic state, 
indicating violence is approved when the time is appropriate.   

Even more dispositive is the fact that the U.S. State De-
partment-designated Foreign Terrorist Organization, Hamas, was 
formed out of the Palestinian Muslim Brotherhood. In addition, 
jihadi organizations such as al Qaeda sprang out of the Muslim 
Brotherhood and have among their leaders senior Muslim Broth-
ers.  

These realities underscore the inadvisability of any “out-
reach” to American Muslim organizations that espouse shariah, 
whether or not they acknowledge a tie to the Muslim Brother-
hood.   

UNDERSTANDING THE  DEPTH OF  MUSL IM 
BROTHERHOOD CONTROL  

To reiterate, most Muslim organizations in North Amer-
ica are controlled by the Muslim Brotherhood or a derivative 
group (Hizb ut-Tahrir, Tablighi Jamaat, Jamaat-e-Islami, etc.).  If 
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an individual is the president, vice president, executive director, 
general secretary, board member or otherwise carries a significant 
leadership title within a Muslim organization controlled by the 
Muslim Brotherhood in America – particularly if he is responsible 
for the group’s financial affairs, or sits on the Fiqh Council of 
North America – he is a Muslim Brother.  The Ikhwan simply will 
not entrust such stature and responsibility to anyone unless he 
enjoys the trust that derives from being a member in good stand-
ing of the Muslim Brotherhood.   

There are seemingly a few exceptions to this rule.  Females 
have been utilized more often of late as “leaders” in several of 
these organizations (notably, the Muslim Students Association 
and the Islamic Society of North America) in order to project a 
softer image for these hostile organizations.  This is particularly 
useful in confusing non-Muslims insofar as it would appear that 
such groups could not adhere to shariah’s misogynistic practices 
and yet confer upon women positions of true responsibility.   

Even a cursory examination, however, of the views of the 
current ISNA president, Ingrid Mattson, and former MSA Presi-
dent Hadia Mubarak reveals their philosophies are right in line 
with Muslim Brotherhood doctrine.  And, in both organizations, 
the male leadership within the Brotherhood continues to make 
operational decisions, despite the title conferred upon such wom-
en. 

A second exception to this rule involves some of the more 
recently established Muslim American organizations, especially 
where younger men and women are at the helm.   

While they are not technically Brotherhood fronts, the 
message is nonetheless communicated in fairly explicit terms to 
these newer groups at major MB conferences (such as the annual 
ISNA conclaves):  So long as these organizations observe the pol-
icy and doctrinal parameters set by the Brotherhood, they will be 
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afforded access to the Brotherhood’s infrastructure and financial 
support.234  

On the other hand, historically any Muslim individual or 
organization that does not embrace shariah and the MB line has 
not been able to gain broad recognition as a Muslim-American 
force in America.  Instead, they are systematically ostracized, de-
legitimized and, in some cases, directly threatened.  We saw this in 
the Alamoudi network’s bid to marginalize the Islamic Supreme 
Council of America, a Sufi organization led by Sheikh Muham-
mad Hisham Kabbani who warned early and often about Muslim 
Brotherhood operations against the United States as they were 
being put into place. The Brotherhood’s strong-arm tactics are 
made all the more effective by the Ikhwan’s ability to demonstrate 
that its doctrine is in line with Islamic law and backed by the 
threat of declaring the deviating Muslim an “apostate” (or, to non-
Muslim audiences, simply dismissing the deviator as unrepresen-
tative or irrelevant, with no real following), undercutting the au-
thority and any opportunities for leadership among Muslims of 
those working against the MB.235 

As a result of this modus operandi, the Muslim Brother-
hood is not only able to prevent any appreciable challenge to its 
efforts to dominate the Muslim-American community.  It is also 
able to exercise effective control over nearly all the Muslim organ-
izational infrastructure in the United States, including most of 
those Muslim-American groups that are nominally outside its 
network.  In any event, the latter pale by comparison in terms of 
their influence to those U.S.-based Islamic groups that are Ikhwan 
operations.   

WHO’S  WHO IN  THE AMERICAN IKHWAN 

The following are among the most worrisome of the Mus-
lim Brotherhood front groups operating in the United States: 




